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BEST HISTORIC
LANDMARK

THE CURTISS MANSION
& GARDENS
500 Deer Run
Miami Springs 33166
305-869-5180
curtissmansion.com

In a city where history is constantly torn
down and replaced by luxury condos, the
Curtiss Mansion & Gardens is an enduring
success story. Located in Miami Springs,
the estate was home to Glenn Curtiss, the
aviation pioneer and codeveloper of Miami
Springs, Hialeah, and Opa-locka, from 1925
until the time of his death in 1930. Designed
by Martin Luther Hampton, the same archi-
tectural mastermind behind Miami Beach
City Hall and the Congress Building down-
town, the mansion, like Miami Springs, was
constructed in Pueblo Revival style. Though
Curtiss lived in his two-story Miami Springs
residence for only five years, 500 Deer Run

continued to pave its way through history
long after his death. His wife, who eventu-
ally remarried, lived in the mansion until the
late ’40s with her second husband, who was
mayor of Miami Springs from 1942 to 1944.
Through the years, the property would bear
the name “Miami Springs Villas.” It would
later serve as a training base for the crew of
Eastern Airlines and Pan American World
Airways. The mansion was sold again in the
late ’70s. Even though it was designated a
local historic site under the City of Miami
Springs’ History Preservation Ordinance

in 1987, the building was abandoned for
years, falling victim to vandalism and arson.
At one point, the structure was held up by
only pillars. But the property was donated
to the City of Miami Springs in 1998, and
the nonprofit Curtiss Mansion Inc. was
established, symbolizing the beginning of a
long restoration. In 2012, the Curtiss Man-
sion, carefully rebuilt to resemble its original
1925 condition, reopened its doors, proving
that in spite of all the bulldozers, Miami

still cares about preserving its history.



